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Text Box
Comments Received from the California Department of Fish and Game.



Mill Creek Conservancy 
40652 Highway 36 E 
Mill Creek, CA 96061 

       
Elif Fehm-Sullivan        April 30, 2012 
Protected Resources Division  
National Marine Fisheries Service 
650 Capitol Mall # 5-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4706          
SJR Spring.Salmon@noaa.gov 
 
Subject:   Draft Environmental Assessment for revised San Joaquin River  Restoration Program 
 
Dear Ms. Fehm-Sullivan, 
 
 Thank you for the notification of the May 1, 2012 meeting in Chico and also providing a copy of 
the Draft Environmental Assessment for revised San Joaquin River Restoration Program.   The Mill 
Creek Conservancy Board of Directors appreciates the ability to provided input on this project program.  
MCC appreciates that the project has been revised since we commented on the project over a year ago  
 
MCC supports the current proposal to not use Mill Creek spring-run Chinook Salmon for the San Joaquin 
Restoration Program given the status of the Mill Creek fish and the vastly different environment of San 
Joaquin River to that of Mill Creek, Tehama County 
 
MCC supports the Alternative # 2 of the recent Draft Environmental Assessment for a 5-year permit to 
use up to 560 surplus Spring Run eggs/juveniles annually of Feather River Fish Hatchery broodstock 
and using excess broodstock in incubation boxes or net pens for the restoration project  
 
MCC supports the NMFS condition ensuring than none of these transplanted fish are released into the 
San Joaquin River until the establishment of a 10(j) rule 
 
MCC encourages NMFS to permit non-lethal sampling of phenotypical adult SR in the SJ over the 
next 5 years to determine if volitional straying of wild SR stock is occurring and is so, from 
which genetic sources.  This data would aid in future reintroduction discussions. 
  
MCC still encourages the SJRP to secure adequate water flows to support spring-run Chinook Salmon 
prior to the introduction of any fish 
 
MCC also encourages comprehensive restoration of the San Joaquin riparian area to support the 
transplanted fish. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Burt Bundy, President 
 
Cc: Mill Creek Conservancy Board of Directors 
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