CHAPTER 5 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ISSUES

5.1 Introduction

This chapter summarizes an analysis of certain environmental management issues required by
NEPA and CEQ guidelines. These issues include effective use or conservation of some types of
resources, consistency with other planning efforts, and mitigation of unavoidable impacts. These
issues are very broad in scope and in some cases not relevant to the actions considered in this
DPEIS.

5.2 Short-term Uses vs. Long-term Productivity

Short-term uses are generally those that determine the present quality of life for the public. The
quality of life for future generations depends on long-term productivity; the capability of the
environment to provide on a sustainable basis. As described in Chapter 1, the purpose of an
ecosystem approach to fisheries “is to plan, develop and manage fisheries in a manner that
addresses the multiple needs and desires of societies, without jeopardizing the options for future
generations to benefit from a full range of goods and services provided by marine ecosystems”
(FAO 2003). As the actions considered in this DPEIS represent the first phase of the Council’s
incremental shift towards an ecosystem approach, the very nature of this shift is to plan and
manage fisheries to meet the needs of today’s communities, while ensuring that sustainable
fishery resources are available to future generations. By design, the essence of an ecosystem
approach to balance today’s needs with the needs of future generations; i.e. a balance between
short-term use vs. long-term productivity.

5.3 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources

Irreversible commitments of resources are actions which disturb either a non-renewable resource
or a renewable resource to the point that it can only be renewed over a long period of time (i.e.
decades). Loss of biodiversity may be viewed as an irreversible resource commitment. An
irretrievable commitment is the loss of opportunities for production or use of a renewable
resource for a short to medium period of time (years).

None of the actions considered in this DPEIS will result in irreversible commitments or
irretrievable commitments. The actions considered represent the first phase of the Council’s
incremental shift towards an ecosystem approach, which by design, plans for and manages
fisheries to avoid irreversible and irretrievable commitments.

5.4 Energy Requirements and Conservation Potential of the Alternatives

None of the actions or alternatives for the actions involve the use of fossil fuels or other energy
sources. The actions considered are strictly institutional and do not require energy for
implementation.
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5.5 Urban Quality, Historic Resources and Design of the Built Environment, Including Re-
sue and Conservation Potential of the Alternatives

Since the actions considered in this DPEIS are strictly institutional and do not involve the
material construction of any type, the alternatives do not affect urban quality, historic resources
or design of built environment.

5.6 Cultural Resources and Conservation Potential of the Alternatives

As Chapters 1 and 4 describe, an ecosystem approach to fisheries management involves shifting
from species management to place-based management. In doing so, the role within fisheries
management of indigenous peoples, fishery participants, and community members will be
strengthened. Traditional and accumulated knowledge of local, island fishermen is especially
rich (Johannes 1981) and the Council’s transition to an ecosystem approach is designed to access
their understanding of the marine environment. For these reasons, none of the actions considered
in this DPEIS are expected to adversely affect cultural resources.

5.7 Possible Conflicts Between the Alternatives and Other Plans

There are no possible conflicts between the alternatives and other plans as this is the first phase
of the Council’s incremental shift towards an ecosystem approach. Although moving towards an
ecosystem approach will involve the intra-agency and inter-agency coordination, there are no
plans currently available that conflict with the Council’s shift towards and ecosystem approach.

5.8 Adverse Effects that Cannot be Avoided

Since the alternatives considered in this DPEIS are strictly institutional, none would result in
negative direct or indirect effects that cannot be avoided

5.9 Possible Mitigation Methods for Unavoidable Adverse Effects

Since the alternatives considered in this DPEIS are strictly institutional, none would result in
unavoidable adverse effects, the identification of mitigation methods or measures are not needed.
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