Stanislaus Operation Group (SOG)
Meeting Notes

Date: 01/20/10 Time: 2:00 pm to 4:15 pm

Location: CVO Conference Room

Attendees:

Liz Vasquez BOR - CCAO EVASQUEZ@USBR.GOV

Rob Skordas BOR - CCAO RSKORDAS@USBR.GOV

Liz Kiteck BOR-CVO EKITECK@USBR.GOV

Randi Field BOR-CVO RFIELD@USBR.GOV

Paul Fujitani BOR-CVO PFUJITANI@USBR.GOV

John Hannon BOR — MP JHANNON@USBR.GOV

Tim Heyne CDFG THEYNE@DFG.CA.GOV

J.D. Wikert FWS JOHN_WIKERT@FWS.GOV
Nick Hindman FWS NICK.HINDMAN@FWS.GOV
Roger Guinee (Phone) FWS ROGER_GUINEE@FWS.GOV
Rhonda Reed NMEFS RHONDA.REED@NOAA.GOV
Barb Byrne NMEFS BARBARA.BYRNE@NOAA.GOV
Garwin Yip NMFS GARWIN.YIP@NOAA.GOV
Loi Tran DWR - Operations LTRAN@WATER.CA.GOV
Greg Wilson (Phone) SWRCB

Handouts

e Draft Stanislaus Operations Group Charter — December 17, 2009 version

e Draft Memo of Agreement - December 17, 2009 version

e Summary of how water year types are defined and updated in Reclamation’s IPO and NMFS BO
— Prepared by NMFS January 20, 2010

e Operations and Temperature Summary for New Melones and Lower Stanislaus River — Prepared
January 20, 2010

Stanislaus Operations Group (SOG) Organization
Expectations — Charter and MOA
Meetings — Scheduling, Calling, and Structure
Communication — Website and/or Listserve?

SOG OVERVIEW AND PURPOSE
The group tried to answer the question ‘what is the purpose of the SOG?’

Responses included:

-- The SOG is a tool which allows both NMFS and Reclamation to hear advice and recommendations
from several different agencies at the same time. The SOG has the opportunity to discuss upcoming
operations in relations to river conditions. The SOG would then inform the Water Operations
Management Team (WOMT) on SOG discussions especially if a consensus of the SOG member agencies
is not achieved.

--SOG’s main purpose is to fulfill implementation of the Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (RPA) from
the Central Valley Project/State Water Project OCAP Biological Opinion (BO). The creation of the SOG
was indicated in the RPA. It would then follow that the main purpose of the SOG group would be to



implement the BOs. In particular the SOG group will have utility in recommending timing and the tuning
of RPA Action 111.1.3 and Action I1.1.2 which describe Stanislaus flows and temperature. Other RPAs
could be addressed at more of a strategic and planning level in the SOG. Also SOG teams could be
created at a later date to address in more detail other opportunities related to the RPAs such as stream
restoration or fishery work.

A concern was raised that the group might have too broad a purpose, and that the group should think
about the focus of the SOG activities. Does the group direct fishery management type activities or river
restoration?

It was suggested that the SOG meeting agenda mimic the RPA actions described in the BO as a way to
help maintain focus. This suggestion was acceptable to the group.

— Focus SOG group activities on RPA implementation and structure future agendas to reflect
RPA actions.

STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION
The group needs to decide how to coordinate with stakeholders. Many may wish to be part of the SOG.

One model the SOG could use is the American River Group (ARG). The ARG team members include a
similar set of agencies but the public is allowed to attend and comment on the agency discussions. The
draft charter includes language that the SOG meetings are open to the public. Reclamation suggested
modeling the SOG after the ARG group and inviting stakeholders to participate in SOG meetings.

Several team members indicated that, because ARG stakeholders tended to be rather technical, the ARG
model for public involvement may not be an appropriate model to use for SOG. SOG stakeholders are
likely to include attorneys representing plaintiffs of lawsuits (recent, current, or potential) filed against
member agencies, thus litigation concerns could have a chilling effect on discussions, rather than
helping to implement RPA actions. The SOG members preferred that the SOG be a space where
agencies could communicate more openly.

Was noted that if the SOG meeting could be kept on Wednesdays, the DAT call is the next day. The DAT
calls would permit SOG to have a place to dialog with other Stanislaus stakeholders. In response to a
guestion about the DAT calls, it was explained that the DAT calls provided an opportunity for the public
to receive and discuss information regarding fish numbers, operations, etc.

Because the DAT call is Delta Focused and may have limited time to devote to Stanislaus issues, may not
be practical to include Stanislaus operations on the DAT agenda.

Members interested in inviting stakeholders to participate in the group rather than to be pressured into
including others later. However the Reclamation representatives acknowledged the value of getting the
SOG group operational and organized before including additional interests.

Regardless of membership decisions, SOG meeting discussions should be transparent. The group needs
to have a process to receive information from other interested parties and should ensure that the
minutes are available to the public. A process should be in place for outside agencies to be allowed to
be included on the SOG agenda by request to present information or research.



Other options for reaching out to stakeholders were discussed, including quarterly or semi-annual
meetings. It was noted that stakeholder interest was especially high during VAMP and a meeting that
includes stakeholders during that time would be useful.

- Consensus, on when or if stakeholder meetings were to be held, was not
achieved at the meeting. This item needs to be raised at a future SOG meeting and the charter needs to
reflect the group’s decision.

— Meeting summaries and SOG advice to NMFS/WOMT will be posted publicly and to
memorialize SOG discussions and advice. The SOG meeting summaries need to be available in a timely
way to keep interested parties informed on Stanislaus River operations issues. SOG will continue
discussion of how to implement public outreach.

NMFS is able to post SOG notes and advice on their OCAP website (URL forwarded to the group on 1/21:
http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/ocap/sog.htm.) Reclamation may later assume the hosting duties.

— On a trial basis SOG will utilize the NMFS website to disseminate information. The website
would include SOG meeting summaries and advice and contact information for representatives of SOG
member agencies.

SOG E-MAIL COMMUNICATION

Other organizations use a listserve -- would there be interest in establishing a listserve for SOG? There
was a consensus that a website would be sufficient for distributing notes and advice. The mailing list for
SOG includes individuals beyond the official agency representative to SOG ( but not outside the
agencies) and the group discussed ways to manage the e-mail distribution list.. Does everyone on the
list want to receive SOG e-mail? Question was asked as to who are the official team members versus
those that wish to remain in the loop.

Action Item — Liz will send out the mailing list to the group. If the group knows of anyone who needs to
be added or wants to be removed please let her know.

SOG DRAFT CHARTER & MOA

Reclamation has drafted a charter and MOA to clarify the roles and responsibilities of the SOG. The
charter came from two main sources: a draft charter for the ARG group and from language in the RPA.
Liz requested that all the team members review the draft documents and submit edits by February 12.

Was noted that the Charter covered operations issues well but didn’t include the complete range of RPA
actions.

Action Item — SOG Team Members should review charter and MOA and submit edits by February 12.

POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL SOG MEMBER AGENCIES

It was suggested that Tri-Dam and the Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) were possible additional
members for future consideration, since they would be likely partners in activities described in the RPA
actions such as restoration activities.

Consensus that including additional member agencies should wait until the group is more
established


http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/ocap/sog.htm

CONSENSUS PROCESS
The draft Charter describes the group as working by consensus. Does consensus mean lack of objections
or agreement with a decision? The two definitions can mean very different processes.

Since some meeting attendees may not be official SOG representatives, is it a consensus of the official
team members?

— The group raised no objections to defining consensus as lack of objections to a decision from
any attending agency employee

Monthly meetings will be scheduled for every 3" Wednesday. Next meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. Meetings will continue at CVO for the next couple months
but the eventual plan is to rotate meeting location.

Action Item — Liz needs to get a conference call number for SOG meetings.

TIMELINES
Was noted that the draft charter did not bring forward timelines from the BO that Reclamation did not
think it could meet. For example the meeting summary would be difficult to turn around in 24 hours.

NMFS explained that that the BO deadline was meant to have advice from the SOG written up in a
timely manner in order to be able to act promptly on that advice. If too long a time lapses between SOG
advice and a determination/decision/concurrence (whether or not through the WOMT process), the
operational opportunity may be lost.  Draft advice would be directed at certain issues and could
probably be turned around quickly. NMFS would recommend that the charter include 24 hours
turnaround time for presenting advice to WOMT.

The group discussed what and who would present at WOMT.

It was decided that if SOG has no advice on operations then
there is no need to speak to WOMT. The meeting summaries will list items to be presented to WOMT.
It was decided that Liz Vasquez as the SOG facilitator should make presentations and reports when
necessary to maintain continuity between the two groups.

Stanislaus Operations Summary

-Pulse Flow Jan and Feb
-Water Year Types and Forecasts

Randi Field - Presented the Operational Summary.
It was recommended that a webpage be available with hyperlinks to reservoir information.

Action Items - Randi Field will put together a list of links.



Reclamation reported on current and expected operations. Water quality and flow requirements at
Vernalis may require an increase in Stanislaus flow. This could affect pool storage and long term
calculations regarding water availability.

Decision - There will be a coordination call at the end of January B2IT on 1/28. During the coordination
call the SOG will discuss the scheduling of the 3 day pulse flow in February called for in the NMFS BO.

NMFS presented a handout that detailed several places where the BO and the IPO differed.
Reclamation is currently operating under an IPO Water Supply Parameter (WSP) “dry year”, however
the exceedence forecast and water year type classification used in the BO modeling differs from that
used in the IPO year type determination.

In the models used to develop the RPA, NMFS used the 50% exceedance forecast to calculate the IPO
WSP and a different water year type classification table. Reclamation uses the 90% exceedence forecast
and the IPO established water year classifications.

The point was made that it benefits neither fish nor water users to draw down New Melones
unnecessarily. Maintaining flexibility between years is important to everyone.

The group discussion brought into focus that a process on deciding year type and which forecast to use
needed to be discussed further. The group as a whole wanted to educate themselves on what
operations looked like in a typical year and to walk through several Stanislaus flow scenarios.

Action Item —Final recommendation of the group was to hold an education forum to review a couple
past water years. Liz Vasquez, Randi Field, and Barb Byrne need to get together and organize. Compare
50% versus 90% to determine water availability in a known year and see how things compare.



AGENDA
Stanislaus Operations Group
January 20, 2010
Central Valley Operations Office, 3310 El Camino Avenue, Room 300, Sacramento, CA 95821
2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
Telecon Number 1-866-718-0082
Participant Code #2620147

Introductions
Stanislaus Operations Summary

-Pulse Flow Jan and Feb
-Water Year Types and Forecasts

Stanislaus Operations Group (SOG)

-Expectations
Charter and MOU

-Meetings
Scheduling and Calling
Structure

-Communication
Website
Listserve
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STANISLAUS OPERATIONS GROUP CHARTER AND ORGANIZATION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this charter is to describe the structure, responsibilities, and procedures of the
Stanislaus Operations Group (SOG). The purpose, membership, and process for this interagency
group are also described.

1.2 BACKGROUND

The Stanislaus River is a significant resource of considerable interest to fishery management
agencies, the public, and Reclamation. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG),
and State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB), are agencies with trust responsibilities for
fishery and water resources in the Stanislaus River. Reclamation is responsible for operating the
East Side Division which includes New Melones Dam and Powerplant. Tri-Dam Project owns
and operates Donnells and Beardsley Dams and Reservoirs upstream of New Melones Reservoir
and Tulloch Dam and Reservoir downstream of New Melones Reservoir. Oakdale Irrigation
District and South San Joaquin Irrigation District own and operate Goodwin Dam and Reservoir
located downstream of Tulloch Dam. The East Side Division is operated to provide flood control,
irrigation, power generatlon, general recreation, water quality, and fish and wildlife enhancement'.

In June 4, 2009, the NMFS issued its Biological Opinion on the Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project (NMFS BiOp). The NMFS B10p included the
requirement that Reclamation create a technical team whose function is “to make
recommendations for adjusting operations to meet contractual obligations for water delivery and
minimize adverse effects on listed anadromous fish species’ »2 The SOG is the technical group
to make recommendations on issues related to fisheries and water resources on the Stanislaus

River..

2.0 PURPOSE OF THE STANISLAUS OPERATIONS GROUP

2.1  MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the SOG is “to gather and analyze information, and make recommendations,
regarding adjustments to water operations within the range of flexibility prescribed in the
implementation procedures™ for the Stanislaus River and for the operation of the East Side
Division as a unit of the overall CVP which is consistent with all relevant laws, regulations, and
standards including the NMFS BiOp. Reclamation maintains its authority and responsibility for

'P1, 78-534 and PL 87-874
2NMES 2009, 581.
3INMFS 2009, 581.
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operations of the East Side Division complex. The SOG has no authority to make operational
decisions.

2.2  OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the SOG are to:

e Provide a forum for real-time operational flexibility implementation of the alternative actions
defined in the NMFS BiOp for the Stanislaus River and for clarification of decision-making

processes’;
e Provide direction and oversight to ensure that the East Side D1v1s10n actmns contained in the
NMEFS BiOp are implemented, monitored for effectiveness and evaluated’;

e Coordinate with Reclamation to 6prepare and submit an an.nua] summary of the status of
Stanislaus River actions to NMFS®;

o Provide information and data to Reclamation to develop an operations strategy that maintains
minimum base releases which provide acceptable steelhead habitat for all life history stages
and mcorporates habitat maintaining geomorphlc ﬂows whlle meeting other project

purposes’;

e Provide advice to Reclamation to_develop an 0perat1ons strategy to achieve floodplain
inundation flows for steelhead juvenile rearmg habitat®; and

e Cooperate with Reclamation to develop a list of projects to improve habitat values of
freshwater migratory habitat in the Stanislaus River".

The SOG may also prowde a forum that serves other needs for the Stanislaus River stakeholders
such as: £ :

e Review physica.l, biological, and ecological status of the Stanislaus River aquatic resources;
and 2 : :

e Provide public outreéch_and opportunity for discussion in a public forum.

3.0 MEMBERSHIP

The SOG consis:j.ts of representatives from Reclamation, USFWS, NMFS, CDFG, SWRCB, and
DWR. Other agencies may be added to the SOG provided existing agencies approve of the
membership and the new agency agrees to the provisions in this group charter.

3.1 SPONSOR

Reclamation will serve as the SOG sponsor and designated leader. Reclamation will be
responsible for facilitating meetings and maintaining the meeting record, with input from the

4 NMFS 2009, 620.
5 NMFS 2009, 620.
¢ NMFS 2009, 620
TNMFS 2009, 622-623.
8 NMFS 2009, 627
? NMFS 2009, 627.
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SOG in accordance with SOG procedures; disseminating operational data (flow and water
temperature); providing an operations outlook; providing technical expertise as needed;
conducting public outreach related to the operations of New Melones Reservoir; preparing
summaries of operational data; and reporting relevant monitoring data and research results

produced by Reclamation.

3.2 MEMBER AGENCIES

The USFWS, NMFS, CDFG, CVWQCB, and DWR will be the Member Agencies. The Member
Agencies will be responsible for representing their respective agencies at all meetings;
participating in the development of operational recommendations; reviewing and commenting on
the Operations Outlook; assessing the biological effects of changes related to proposed
operations and recommending changes to those operations; participating in public outreach;
providing technical expertise as needed; preparing summaries of biological monitoring and
research activities conducted by their respective agencies; reviewing and commenting on
biological sections of reports; and participating in the preparation of the annual reports as
required by providing the assessment of biological effects associated with operations during the
previous year. Each Member Agency will designate an individual to represent its i_ntéfests on the
SOG and ensure that the responsibilities of their respective agencies are met.

4.0 PROCESS AND PROCEDURES

4.1 REGULARLY SCHEDULED AND OTHER MEETINGS

The SOG will hold regularly scheduled meetings and a regular meeting schedule will be
established at the beginning" of each calendar year. Regularly scheduled meetings will be open to
the public. The Reclamation may reschedule a meeting, or call a special meetmg, with at least
three days notice, or on request of NMFS or any two or more group members'’. The group may
meet telephomcally if cucumstances warrant.

4.2 AGFNDA

A typ1cal agenda for a regularly scheduled meeting of the SOG will include, but not be limited
to, reviews of the current b1010g1(:a] and hydrologic conditions, forecasted operations, and other
specml stud.les or events (e.g., Annual Report), followed by discussion to identify biological
issues or concerns, and to fomlulate recommendations related to operations of New Melones
Reservoir.

43  PUBLIC INPUT

Members of the public and affected agencies may comment on matters under consideration by
the SOG, and the SOG will consider public comments in its deliberations. The public includes
other agencies, individuals, or organizations with an interest in the activities of the SOG and
Stanislaus River, or whose interest may be affected by operation of the East Side Division. The
public may attend SOG meetings as desired, provide technical input to issues relevant to project

19 NMFS 2009, 582.
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operations and biological resources, articulate special interest in or need for specific hydrologic
conditions, report on their independent research activities, and coordinate in-river activities.

4.4 REGULAR MEETING NOTES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Meeting notes summarizing the issues considered, recommendations made, and key information
will be prepared by Reclamation and reviewed by the Member Agencies. The draft meeting
notes will be made available to the Member agencies within two days of the SOG meeting and
final meeting notes made available to members and the public as soon as practicable'’.
Supporting documentation and other information used at SOG meetings also will be made
available to all meeting participants as soon as practicable following the meeting.

4.5 ANNUAL REPORT

Reclamation will take the lead in the preparation of an annual summary report of the status of
Stanislaus River actions to NMFS which meets requn‘ements set forth in the NMFS BiOp. This
summary may include the notes from SOG meetings, description, and evaluatlon of Stanislaus
River actions taken and effects during the previous calendar year.

4.6 OPERATIONAL DECISION MAK]NG

Reclamation maintains its authority and respon51b111ty for operahons of the East Side Division
complex. The SOG has no authority to make operational decisions.

SOG Recommendations

All recommendations to be presented to Reclamation by the SOG will be vetted and resolved
through the decision process described in this document. The Member Agencies will seek to
reach consensus on all recommendations to be provided to Reclamation. Reclamation and the
Member Agencies will consider all known factors that may require additional discussion of the
recommendation outside of the SOG. The SOG shall use the decision-making process described
in the NMFS BiOp'%.

"'After. a technical ':.t'éam advises that an operational action should be initiated, changed,
suééeﬁﬁed_, or terminated, consistent with the implementation procedures specified for
actions in the NMFS BiOp, the group leader shall provide to NMFS a biological
rationale.”> NMFS shall determine whether the proposed action is consistent with the
implementation procedures in the NMFS BiOp. If NMFS determines that the proposed

action is consistent with the implementation procedures, then it avoids jeopardy to listed

"' NMFS specified that the meeting notes should be submitted to the SOG members within two day of a SOG
meeting. NMFS 2009, 582.

> NMFS 2009, 582-583.
1 Reclamation will provide a biological rationale as soon as practicable; NMFS specified that the biological

rationale should be submitted to NMFS within one day of the SOG recommendation.
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species or adverse modification of critical habitat. In the absence of a need for such
further discussion, Reclamation will implement an operational decision(s) consistent with

the SOG consensus.

If there is no consensus, or if Reclamation and/or the Member Agencies identify the need
for additional discussion outside of the SOG, the matter will be referred to the Water
Operations Management Team (WOMT) (or a f_tméﬁoﬁélly equivalent group), as
appropriate. Both the technical team’s advicc._-:'and NMFS’ .rec(.Jmmendation shall be
presented to the WOMT for discussion and'..._concurrence. If there i's:._(_:onsensus on a
recommendation from WOMT, Reclamation w11] impléiﬁent the operational decision(s)
accordingly. If no consensus is reached by WOMT:,;.{:he ‘workgroup leader shall convey
the options and summary of the techni'céi'discussion to I\MFS for consideration. NMFS
will make a recommendation for action within thé*pfbcédmal NMFS BiOp. NMFS will
present its recommendatibﬁs_to the WOMT for discussion and concurrence. Reclamation
will inform the SOG of the Qperationéil: '&écision(s) through the normal reporting
mechaniéiﬁé and discussion of the élééi.sion(s) will take place at the next regularly

scheduled meeting of the SOG.

If the récorﬁmgnded action will affect species within the jurisdiction of USFWS as well
as NMFS, the tecfmical team making the recommendation shall, to the extent that time
allows, first coordinate with the Smelt Working Group (SWG). The technical team and
the SWG, to the extent feasible, shall jointly make a recommendation to USFWS and
NMEFS (the Services), who will jointly determine whether the recommended action is

consistent with the actions and implementation procedures of NMFS BiOp and is,
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therefore, necessary to avoid jeopardy to listed species and adverse modification of
critical habitat. The Services shall then present their findings and recommendations to the

WOMT.™

The WOMT shall either concur with NMFS’ (or the Services’, as appropriate)
recommendation or provide a written alternative to the recommlendation, with biologicai
justification, to NMFS (or the Services) within one calend.ar. 'd_ay._ NMEFS (or the
Services) shall then make a determination as to “_{heth_gr' the actiorilpro.posed by the
WOMT is consistent with NMFS BiOp and other endangered species éét’ (ESA)

obligations.

As soon as practicable after NMFS (or the Services) makes a final determination on
whether a proposed operational action is consistent with ESA obligations, Reclamation
shall im;laéement the operational a,ction_._15 Reclamation shall post their operations on their
website. = .

“The action shall remain in effect until NMFS (or the Services), with advice from the
appropriate technical team(s), determines that it should be modified or terminated as
inconsistent with the implementation procedures for the NMFS BiOp.”"” As soon as
practicable following a determination, the action shall be modified or terminated.®

50 RECLAMATION AND SOG RESPONSIBILITIES

Reclamation and the SOG will have the responsibilities described below.

Operations Outlook

Monthly, Reclamation will prepare an Operations Outlook that will describe possible operations
anticipated for the succeeding 12 months. Operations Outlook will include monthly reservoir
inflow data, forecasted monthly average New Melones releases, end of month reservoir storages
and elevations, and hydrological data. Reclamation also will provide other information related to
New Melones Dam operations, including CVP water allocations, water year classifications,

" NMFS 2009, 583.

'3 NMFS specified that the Reclamation shall implement the operational change within two days of the SOG
recommendation. NMFS 2009, 583.

'S NMFS 2009, 583

"7 NMFS 2009, 583

'8 NMFS specified that the Reclamation shall implement the operational change within two days of the SOG

recommendation. NMFS 2009, 583.
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Vernalis Adaptive Management Plan (VAMP) implementation, and CVPIA 3406 (b)(2) actions.
Because as the water year progresses, actual conditions will differ from the forecasted
conditions, Reclamation will update the Operations Outlook and present the updated Outlook for
SOG consideration for each meeting.

5.1 MONITORING AND EVALUATION PROGRAM
The SOG will discuss and interpret data gathered from monitoring efforts in the Stanislaus River.

5.2 OTHER
Other special actions or studies may be brought to the SOG as needed.

6.0 REFERENCES

NMFS 2009. Biological Opinion on the Long-Term Central Valley PI‘OJeCt and State Water
Project Operations Criteria and Plan.

Reclamation 2006. “Flow Management Standard Report Fmal Draft”. Unpubhshed Central
Files. Central California Area Office, Folsom.

December 17, 2009
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND MEMBER AGENCIES
FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE STANISLAUS OPERATIONS GROUP

Sponsor

Reclamation will serve as the Stanislaus Operations Group (SOG) sponsor and
designated leader.

Member Agencies

The Stanislaus Operations Group consists of representatives from US Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), California Department of
Fish and Game (DFG), California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), and
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) Membership maybe expanded at the
discretion of the current SOG Members and Reclamation.

Purpose of Agreement:

This agreement serves to documéﬁf‘-the commitment between Reclamation and the
Member Agencies to abide by the guidelines established in the attached SOG Charter.

Authority:

This Agreement is entered 1nto under the followmo authorities of the Parties, among
others: :

EWS:... Endangered species Act eif 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et
. seq., Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act as amended.
I\__I_MF S Endangered species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et
- seq. e

Reclamation: Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 11.5.€. 1531 et
_ seq., and section 3406(b)(1) of the Central Valley Project
Improvement Act (CVPIA) Tite XXXIV of P.L. 102-575, October
30, 1992.

Background:

The Stanislaus River is a significant resource of considerable interest to fishery
management agencies, the public, and Reclamation. The USFWS, NMFS, CDFG, and
SWRCB, are agencies with trust responsibilities for fishery and water resources in the
Stanislaus River. Reclamation is responsible for operating the East Side Division which
is composed of the New Melones Dam and Powerplant. Tri-Dam Project owns and
operates Donnells and Beardsley Dams and Reservoirs upstream of New Melones



Reservoir and Tulloch Dam and Reservoir downstream of New Melones Reservoir.
Oakdale Irrigation District and South San Joaquin Irrigation District own and operate
Goodwin Dam and Reservoir located downstream of Tulloch Dam. The East Side
Division is operated to provide flood control, irrigation, power generation, general
recreation, water quality, and fish and wildlife enhancement’.

In June 4, 2009, the NMFS issued its Biological Opinion on the Long-Term Operations
of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project (NMFS BiOp). The NMFS BiOp
included the requirement that Reclamation create a technical team whose function is “to
make recommendations for adjusting operations to meet contractual obligations for water
delivery and minimize adverse effects on listed anadromous fish species™. The SOG is
the technical group to make recommendations for Stamslaus River operations and issues.

Agreement:

Reclamation agrees to be responsible for faclhtatmg meetings and maintaining the
meeting record, with input from the Member Agencies in accordance with SOG
procedures as set forward in the SOG charter and the NMFS’s 2009, Biological Opinion
on the Long-Term Central Valley Pro_| ect and State Water Project Operations Criteria and

Plan.

The Member Agencies, USFWS, NMFS, CDFG SWRCB and DWR, agree to designate
an individual to represent its interests on the SOG and ensure that the responsibilities of
their respective agencies are met as described in the SOG charter and the NMFS’s 2009,
Biological Opinion on the Long-Term Central Valley Pro;ect and State Water Project
Operations Criteria and Plan.

Signatures: .

Tlns Agreement may be executed in eounterparts Reclamation shall retain a copy of the
Agreement with all original executed signatures. Reclamation will distribute copies of
the Agreement with executed signature pages to the Member Agencies. Each party
hereby represents and warrants that the person executing the Agreement on its behalf is
duly authorized to do so.

Date:

Name:
Title:
National Marine Fisheries Service

'PL 78-534 and PL 87-874
2 NMFS 2009. Biological Opinion on the Long-Term Central Valley Project and State Water Project

Operations Criteria and Plan, 581.



Name:
Title:
US Fish and Wildlife Service

Name:
Title:
California Department of Fish and Game

Name:
Title:

Name: '
Title: c
California Department of Water Resources

Name:
Title:
US Bureau of Reclamation

California State Water Resources Control Bo ard

Date:

Date:

: Date:

~ Date:

Date:
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tanislaus River Minimum Fish Flow Schedule

e

Water Year Type: Very C_l:i_tical

OCT CFS NOV CFS DEC CFS JAN CFS FEB CFS MAR CFS
1 110 1 200 1 200 1 125 1 125 1 125
2 110 2 200 2 200 2 125 2 125 2 125
3 110 3 200 3 200 3 125 3 125 3 125
4 110 4 200 4 200 4 125 4 125 4 125
5 110 5 200 5 200 5 125 5 125 5 125
6 110 6 200 6 200 6 125 6 125 6 125
7 110 7 200 7 200 7 125 7 125 7 125
8 110 8 200 8 200 8 125 8 125 8 125
9 110 9 200 9 200 9 125 9 125 9 125
10 110 10 200 10 200 10 125 10 125 10 125
11 110 11 200 11 200 11 125 11 125 11 125
12 110 12 200 12 200 12 125 12 125 12 125
13 110 13 200 13 200 13 125 13 125 13 125
14 110 14 200 14 200 14 125 14 125 14 125
15 110 15 200 15 200 15 125 15 125 15 125
16 110 16 200 16 200 16 125 16 125 16 125
17 110 17 200 17 200 17 125 17 125 17 125
18 110 18 200 18 200 18 125 18 125 18 125
19 110 19 200 19 200 19 125 19 125 19 125
20 110 20 200 20 200 20 125 20 125 20 125
21 110 21 200 21 200 21 125 21 125 21 125
22 110 22 200 22 200 22 125 22 125 22 125
23 110 23 200 23 200 23 125 23 125 23 125
24 110 24 200 24 200 24 125 24 125 24 125
25 110 25 200 25 200 25 125 25 125 25 125
26 110 26 200 26 200 26 125 26 125 26 125
27 110 27 200 27 200 27 125 27 125 27 125
28 110 28 200 28 200 28 125 28 125 28 125
29 110 29 200 29 200 29 125 29 125
30 110 30 200 30 200 30 125 30 125
31 110 31 200 31 125 31 125

APR CFS MAY CFS JUN CFS JUL CFS AUG CFS SEP CFS
1 250 1 500 1 0 4 0 1 0 1 0
2 250 2 500 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0
3 250 3 500 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0
4 250 4 500 4 0 4 0 4 0 4 0
5 250 5 500 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0
6 250 6 500 6 0 6 0 6 0 6 0
7 250 7 500 7 0 7 0 T 0 7 0
8 250 8 500 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 0
9 250 9 500 9 0 ] 0 9 0 9 0
10 250 10 500 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0
11 250 11 500 11 0 11 0 11 0 11 0
12 250 12 500 12 0 12 0 12 0 12 0
13 250 13 500 13 0 13 0 13 0 13 0
14 250 14 500 14 0 14 0 14 0 14 0
15 500 15 500 15 0 15 0 15 0 15 0
16 500 16 250 16 0 16 0 16 0 16 0
17 500 17 250 17 0 17 0 17 0 17 0
18 500 18 250 18 0 18 0 18 0 18 0
19 500 19 250 19 0 19 0 19 0 19 0
20 500 20 250 20 0 20 0 20 0 20 0
21 500 21 250 21 0 21 0 21 0 21 0
22 500 22 250 22 0 22 0 22 0 22 0
23 500 23 250 23 0 23 0 23 0 23 0
24 500 24 250 24 0 24 0 24 0 24 0
25 500 25 250 25 0 25 0 25 0 25 0
26 500 26 250 26 0 26 0 26 0 26 0
27 500 27 250 27 0 27 0 27 0 27 0
28 500 28 250 28 0 28 0 28 0 28 0
29 500 29 250 29 0 29 0 29 0 29 0
30 500 30 250 30 0 30 0 30 0 30 0

31 250 31 0 31 0




Stanislaus River Minimum Fish Flow Schedule
Water Year Type: Dry
OCT CFS NOV CFS DEC CFS JAN CFS FEB CFS MAR CFS
1 200 1 200 1 200 1 200 1 200 1 200
2 200 2 200 2 200 2 200 2 200 2 200
3 200 3 200 3 200 3 400 3 200 3 200
4 200 4 200 4 200 4 400 4 200 4 200
5 200 5 200 5 200 5 400 5 400 5 200
6 200 6 200 6 200 6 200 6 400 6 200
7 200 7 200 7 200 7 200 T 400 7 200
8 200 8 200 8 200 8 200 8 200 8 200
9 200 9 200 9 200 9 200 9 200 9 200
10 200 10 200 10 200 10 200 10 200 10 200
11 200 11 200 11 200 11 200 11 200 11 200
12 200 12 200 12 200 12 200 12 200 12 200
13 200 13 200 13 200 13 200 13 200 13 200
14 200 14 200 14 200 14 200 14 200 14 200
15 500 15 200 15 200 15 200 15 200 15 200
16 750 16 200 16 200 16 200 16 200 16 200
17 1000 17 200 17 200 17 200 17 200 17 200
18 1250 18 200 18 200 18 200 18 200 18 200
19 1250 19 200 19 200 19 200 19 200 19 200
20 1250 20 200 20 200 20 200 20 200 20 200
21 500 21 200 21 200 21 200 21 200 21 200
22 500 22 200 22 200 22 200 22 200 22 200
23 1500 23 200 23 200 23 200 23 200 23 200
24 1250 24 200 24 200 24 200 24 200 24 200
25 1250 25 200 25 200 25 200 25 200 25 200
26 1250 26 200 26 200 26 200 26 200 26 200
27 1000 27 200 27 200 27 200 27 200 27 200
28 750 28 200 28 200 28 200 28 200 28 200
29 500 29 200 29 200 29 200 29 200
30 200 30 200 30 200 30 200 30 200
31 200 31 200 31 200 31 200
APR CFS MAY CFS JUN CFS JUL CFS AUG CFS SEP CFS
1 200 1 1000 1 200 1 200 1- 200 1 200
2 200 2 1000 2 200 2 200 2 200 2 200
3 200 3 1000 3 200 3 200 3 200 3 200
4 200 4 000 4 200 4 200 4 200 4 200
5 200 5 000 5 200 5 200 5 200 5 200
6 200 6 1000 6 200 6 200 6 200 6 200
7 200 7 1000 7 200 T 200 7 200 7 200
8 350 8 1000 8 200 8 200 8 200 8 200
9 500 9 1000 9 200 9 200 9 200 9 200
10 750 10 1000 10 200 10 200 10 200 10 200
11 1000 11 1000 11 200 11 200 11 200 11 200
12 1000 12 1000 12 200 12 200 12 200 12 200
13 1000 13 1000 13 200 13 200 13 200 13 200
14 1000 14 1000 14 200 14 200 14 200 14 200
15 1000 15 1000 15 200 15 200 15 200 15 200
16 1000 16 800 16 200 16 200 16 200 16 200
17 1000 17 600 17 200 17 200 17 200 17 200
18 1000 18 450 18 200 18 200 18 200 18 200
19 1000 19 300 19 200 19 200 19 200 19 200
20 1000 20 200 20 200 20 200 20 200 20 200
21 1000 21 200 21 200 21 200 21 200 21 200
22 1000 22 200 22 200 22 200 22 200 22 200
23 1000 23 200 23 200 23 200 23 200 23 200
24 1000 24 200 24 200 24 200 24 200 24 200
25 1000 25 200 25 200 25 200 25 200 25 200
6 1000 26 200 26 200 26 200 26 200 26 200
7 1000 27 200 27 200 27 200 27 200 27 200
28 1000 28 200 28 200 28 200 28 200 28 200
29 1000 29 200 29 200 29 200 29 200 29 200
30 1000 30 200 30 200 30 200 30 200 30 200
31 200 31 200 31 200
Table 2 of 5
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Stanislaus River Minimum Fish Flow Schedule

Water Year Type: Above Normal

OCT | crs NOV | cFs DEC [ cFs JAN CFS FEB CFS MAR | cFs
7 300 1 200 1 200 1 200 1 200 1 200
Z 300 2 200 2 200 2 200 2 200 ; 350
3 300 3 200 3 200 3 400 3 200 3 700
4 300 4 200 4 200 4 400 4 200 4 1200
5 300 5 200 5 200 5 400 5 400 5 1800
6 300 6 200 6 200 6 400 3 200 5 2300
7 300 7 200 7 200 i 400 7 400 7 3000
8 300 8 200 B 200 8 200 8 200 8 3000
g 300 3 200 ] 200 ] 200 ] 400 9 3000
10 300 10 200 10 200 10 200 10 200 10 3000
1 300 11 200 1 200 1 200 1 200 1 3000
12 300 12 200 12 200 12 200 12 200 12 3000
13 300 13 200 13 200 13 200 13 200 13 1200
4 300 14 200 14 200 14 200 14 200 14 800
15 500 5 200 15 200 15 200 15 200 15 800
16 750 16 200 16 200 16 200 16 200 16 800
17 1000 17 200 17 200 17 200 7 200 7 800
18 1250 18 200 18 200 18 200 18 200 18 800
19 | 1500 19 200 19 200 19 200 19 200 19 800
20 1500 20 200 20 200 20 200 20 200 20 800
21 1500 21 200 21 200 21 200 21 200 21 800
22 1500 22 200 22 200 22 200 22 200 22 800
23 1500 23 200 23 200 23 200 23 200 23 800
24| 1500 24 200 24 200 24 200 24 200 24 800
25 1500 25 200 25 200 25 200 25 200 25 800
26| 1500 26 200 26 200 26 200 26 200 26 800
27 1500 27 200 77 200 _ 27 200 27 200 27 1200
28 1250 28 200 28 200 28 200 28 200 28 1500
29 1000 29 200 29 200 29 200 29 2300
30 750 30 200 30 200 30 200 30 3000
3 500 3 200 3 200 3 3000

APR | crs MAY | cFs JUN CFS JUL CFS | AUG | cFs SEP CFS
1 3000 1 3000 1 1200 1 300 1 300 1 300
2 3000 2 3000 2 1200 2 300 2 300 7 300
3 3000 3 3000 3 1200 3 300 3 300 3 300
4 3000 4 3000 7 1200 i 300 4 300 4 300
5 2300 5 2300 5 1200 5 300 5 300 5 300
6 1500 6 1500 6 1200 6 300 6 300 6 300
7 1200 7 1500 7 1200 7 300 7 300 7 300
B 800 ] 1500 8 1200 8 300 8 300 B 300
3 800 9 1500 ] 1000 9 300 [ 300 9 300
10 800 10 1500 10 1000 10 300 10 300 10 300
1 800 1 1500 1 1000 1 300 K 300 11 300
12 800 12 1500 12 1000 12 300 12 300 12 300
13| 800 13 1500 13 1000 13 300 13 300 13 300
1a 800 14 1500 14 1000 14 300 14 300 14 300
15 800 15 1200 15 1000 15 300 15 300 15 300
16 800 16 1200 16 1000 16 300 16 300 16 300
17 800 7 1200 17 1000 7 300 17 300 17 300
18 800 18 1200 18 1000 18 300 18 300 18 300
19 800 19 1200 19 1000 19 300 19 300 19 300
20 800 20 1200 20 1000 20 300 20 300 20 300
21 500 21 1200 21 1000 21 300 21 300 21 300
22 800 22 1200 22 1000 22 300 22 300 22 300
23 800 23 1200 23 1000 23 300 23 300 23 300
24 800 24 1200 24 750 24 300 24 300 24 300
25 800 25 1200 25 750 25 300 25 300 25 300
26 800 26 1200 26| 500 26 300 26 300 26 300
27 1500 27 1200 27 500 27 300 27 300 27 300
28 2300 28 1200 28 500 28 300 28 300 28 300
29 3000 29 1200 29 300 29 300 29 300 28 300
30 3000 30 1200 30 300 30 300 30 300 30 300

3 1200 31 300 3 300
Table 4 of 5
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

Central Valley Operations Office

I REREY 3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 300
REFER TO: Sacramento, Califernia 95821
cV0-400 ¥ o

WTR-4.10 MAY @ 1 1997

To: stanislaus River Basin Stakeholders

Other Interested Parties
(See Attached List)

From: Lowell F. Ploss
Operations Manager, Central Valley Operations

subject: Transm‘ al of New Mslones Interim Plan of Operation

Attached is the interim plan of operation for New Melones Reservoir. The
interim plan was developed as a joint effort between Th= Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) and the Fish. and Wildlife Service (FWS) in conjunction with the
gtanislaus River Basin Stakeholders. This process began in 1995 with a goal
to develop a management plan with clear operating criteria for available watex
supplies in the Stanislaus Pasin on a long-term basis. In 1996, that efforc
was continued with a group of Stanislaus stakeholders; however, the focus
shifted to an irterim plan fer 1997 and 1998 operations. During a meeting of
the stakeholders on January 29, 1987, a fipal interim plan of operation for
New Melones Reservoir was agreed to in concept. The details of thie plan are
attached. Also attached are examples of cperations under the 50 percent
probability of exceedance (most probable) and 90 perceat probability of
exceedance (90 percent chance of having increased inflows) hydrologic
conditions which include Water Years 1397 and 1938. This plan is contingent
upon all elements as described in this document. It was also decided at tne
January 29, 1897, meeting that between now and late 1558 additional work cn a
long-term plan would continue.

1f you have any questions regarding this interim plan, please call Dave Read
(Reclamaticn) at 979-2684 or Roger Guinee (FWS) at 979-2760.

o

Attachments

cc: Fish & Wildlife: Maria Macoubrie
Joel Medlin
Dick Jewell



Robert Kachel
Stanislaus County

* epartment of Planning & Community Dev.

200 11 Street
nodesto, CA 95354

B3ill Loudermilk

California Department of Fish & Game
1234 E. Shaw

Fresno, CA 93710

Rebekah Mcovire
CSWC/SRC

St. Rt. 3, Box 145
Angels Camp, CA 95222

Michael McGrew

San Joaquin County Counsel
222 East Weber Ave., Room 711
Stockton, CA 95202

Richard Moss, General Manager
Friant Water Users Authority
854 North Harvard Avenue
Lindsay, CA 93247-1713

“1'im O’Laughlin & Paris
870 Manzapita Court, Suite B
Chico, CA 95926

John Pulver

Water Resources Coordinator
County of San Joaquin

P.O. Box 1810 -

Stockton, CA 95201

Richard Roos-Collins
Stanislaus River Council
Natural Heritage Institute
114 Sansome Street

San Francisco, CA 94104

Jim Spence

Department of Water Resources
3310 El Camino Ave, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95821

‘ichel Togonalini, Associate Civil
igineer
East Bay Municipal Utilities District
375 Eleventh Street
Oakland, CA 94607-4240

Barrett Kehl, General Manager
Qakdale Irrigation District
.0. Box 188

“akdale, CA 95361

Richard Martin, General Manager
South San Joaquin Irrigation District
11011 East Highway 120

Manteca, CA 95336

Laurie McCann, Coordinator
Stanislaus River Council
1506 17th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Carl Mesick

Carl Mesick Consultants
7981 Crystal Blvd.

El Dorado, CA 95623

John Murphy

Cal Trout

Board Member

1012 11th Street, Suite 103
Modesto, CA 95354

Pat Paul

Stanislaus County, Board of Supervisors
Supervisor, District 1

1100 H Street

Modesto, CA 95354

Reid Roberts
Central San Joaquin
WCD

311 E. Main #202
Stockton, CA 95202

Spreck Rosekrans
Environmental Defense Fund
5655 College Ave., Suite 304
Oakland, CA 94618

Ed Steffani

Stockton East Water District
P.0O. Box 5157

Stockton, CA 95205

Joe Waidhofer
109 East Walnut Street
Stockton, CA 95202

Ed Kisling, Operation Foreman
Tri-Dam Project

P.O. Box 1158

Pinecrest, CA 95364

Roger Masuda
GrifTith, Masuda & Godwin,
Attormeys At Law

Gen. Counsel for Turlock [rrigatier !

P.O. Box 510
Turlock, CA 95381

Tim McCullough
Tuolumne Utilities District
P.O. Box 3728

Sonoma, CA 95370

Barry Mortimeyer, Principal Enginee

RW Beck

Point West Gardens, Suite 200
1851 Heritage Lane
Sacramento, CA 95815-1710

Danie Nomellini

Central Delta Water Agency
P.O. Box 1461

Stockton, CA 95201-1461

Jason Peltier, Manager

Central Valley Project Water Asscciz

1521 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ed Roman

SMUD

P.O. Box 15830
Sacramento, CA 95852

Katrina Schneider
Environmental Defense Fund
5653 College Avenue, Suite 304
Oakland, CA 94618

Daniel Steiner

San Francisco Public Utilities
Consultant

P.O. Box 2175

Roseville, CA 95746-2175

Dick Weinkle

Calaveras County Water District
P.O. Box 846

San Andreas, CA 95249



New Melones Interim Plan of Cperation

Annual Water Supply Categories

Table 1 shows the five annual water supgly categories to be used in the
interim plan of operation and the correspcnding ranges of February end of
month storage plus March through September forecast of inflow to New Melones
Reservoir.

Table 1

Annual Mar.-Sept., Forecast
Water Supply plus Feb. End of Month
Category Storage (TAF)

From s
Low 0 1,+90
Medium-Low 1,400 2,000
Medium -2,000 2,500
Medium-High 2,500 3,000
High 3,000 6,000 3 ik

Water Distribution

Table 2 shows the distributions of annuval (March through February) water
supplies measured at Goodwin Dam, based cn Table 1 categories, for fishery,
Vernalis water quality, Bay-Delta, and Central valley Project (CVP)
contractors. The annual deliveries for these purposes will be determined by
interpolating user allocation against the corresponding Table 1 hydrologic
category. RAllccations to Oakdale and South San Joaquin Irrigation Districts
will be pursuant to their 1988 agreement with Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation). It was agreed that Reclamation and Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) will acquire water from Oakdale and South San Joaquin Irrigation
Districts (up to 50 TAF per year during 1987 and 1998) for fishery purposes.
The release patterns for fishery purposes will be developed by Service and
Reclamation in cooperation with the California Department of Fish and Game
(DFG) and in consultation with interested agencies/parties. As part of the
interim plan, it was negotiated that CVP contractors will receive 50 TAF per
year during 1997 and 1998; therefore, this interpolation procedure will not
apply to them for the interim period. The allocation in Table 2 for CVP
Contractors is presented for information only. It should be noted that the
low water supply category has been deleted from Table 2, because it is not
anticipated that it will be reached during 1997 and 1998.



buring 1997 and 1998, it is anticipated that all objectives will be met
according to the understanding that was reached in the Stanislaus Stakeholders
meeting, and pursuant to Reclamation’'s April 4, 1997, letter to the Service
and the Service’s April 8, 1997, response (both attached). However, should
extremely dry conditions or some unforeseen circumstance occur, Reclamation
and the Service will convene a meeting with the Stakeholders to seek a
solution.

et 7 f ol L

Ié@ell F. Ploss Wayne Q&}te
Operations Manager, Central Field Supervisor
Valley Operations Office Fish and Wildlife Service

Bureau of Reclamation
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