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The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has issued regulations under the authority of the 
Tuna Conventions Act of 1950 for the U.S. longline fishery operating in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean (EPO). The regulations implement decisions of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC) that seek to reduce fishing mortality on bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) and 
control fishing mortality on yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares). The final regulations have been 
published in the Federal Register on November 23, 2009, and will be codified in the Code of 
Federal Regulations at 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart C. 
 
This guide provides a plain-language summary of how owners and operators of affected longline 
vessels, and other affected entities, can comply with new NMFS regulations at 50 CFR 300.24 
and 300.25, and is issued in accordance with Section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. 
 
Regulations are subject to change, so this guide may become out of date. Any discrepancy 
between the contents of this guide and regulations will be resolved in favor of regulations 
published in the Federal Register and codified in the Code of Federal Regulations.



 

 2

The following measures are only applicable to large-scale longline vessels (longline vessels 
over 24 meters (m) length overall) that fish in the IATTC Convention Area. 
 
Affected Area 
The new requirements apply to the entire IATTC Convention Area. The IATTC Convention 
Area includes the waters bounded by the coast of the Americas, the 40° N. and 40° S. parallels, 
and the 150° W. meridian. This area includes the U.S. west coast Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ). 

IATTC 
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Figure 1. Map of IATTC Convention Area 
 
 
Explanation of New Regulations 
NMFS is implementing a 500 metric ton (mt) annual quota for bigeye tuna caught in the 
IATTC Convention Area by large-scale longline vessels. 
 
Once NMFS determines in any of the years 2009, 2010, or 2011 that the limit is expected to be 
reached, NMFS would publish a notice in the Federal Register announcing that the limit is 
expected to be reached and that the restrictions will be effective on a particular date until the 
end of the calendar year.  
 
Once the restrictions are announced, it will be prohibited to retain on board, land, or 
transship bigeye tuna caught by large-scale longline vessels in the IATTC Convention Area. 
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Key Questions and Answers 
Question 1: How will vessel owners know when the quota has been reached? 
 
Answer: Once NMFS determines in any of the years 2009, 2010, or 2011 that the limit is 
expected to be reached by a specific future date in that year, NMFS will publish a notice in the 
Federal Register announcing that the limit has been reached and that the restrictions are in 
effect on a particular date until the end of the calendar year. NMFS will publish the notice at 
least 7 calendar days before the effective date of the restrictions to provide fishermen advance 
notice of the restrictions. NMFS will also make updated estimates and/or projections of bigeye 
tuna landings publicly available on the NMFS Southwest Regional Office website 
(http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/) in order to help fishermen plan for the possibility of the quota being 
reached. 
 
Question 2: What if you are on a fishing trip when the announcement is made that the limit has 
been reached and the prohibitions are in effect? 
 
Answer: Any bigeye tuna already on board a fishing vessel upon the effective date of the 
restrictions may be retained on board, transshipped, and/or landed, provided that they are 
landed within 14 days after the restrictions become effective. 
 
Question 3: What if a vessel has declared that it will be using shallow-set longline gear and the 
prohibitions go into effect during a trip? 
 
Answer: In the case of a vessel that has declared to NMFS pursuant to 50 CFR 665.23(a) that 
the current trip type is shallow-setting, the 14-day limit would be waived, but the number of 
bigeye tuna retained on board, transshipped, or landed must not exceed the number on board the 
vessel upon the effective date of the restrictions, as recorded by the NMFS observer on board the 
vessel.  
 
Question 4: Can bigeye tuna be transshipped after the prohibitions go into effect? 
 
Answer:  No. Starting on the announced closure date and extending through the last day of that 
calendar year, it would be prohibited to transship bigeye tuna caught in the Convention Area by 
a large-scale longline vessel to any vessel other than a U.S. fishing vessel operated in 
compliance with a valid permit issued under 50 CFR 660.707 or 665.21. 
 
Question 5: After the prohibitions go into effect would the restrictions also apply to bigeye tuna 
caught in the WCPO? 
 
Answer: No. These restrictions would not apply to bigeye tuna caught by longline gear outside of 
the IATTC Convention Area, such as in the western and central Pacific Ocean. However, to help 
ensure compliance with the restrictions related to bigeye tuna caught by longline gear in the 
Convention Area, there would be two additional, related, prohibitions that would be in effect 
starting on the announced date and extending through the last day of that calendar year. First, it 
would be prohibited for a large-scale longline vessel that has been declared, pursuant to CFR 
665.23(a), that the current trip type is deep-setting, to fish with longline gear both inside and 
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outside the Convention Area during the same fishing trip, with the exception of a fishing trip that 
is in progress at the time the announced restrictions go into effect. Second, if a large-scale 
longline vessel that has been declared, pursuant to CFR 665.23(a), that the current trip type is 
deep-setting, is used to fish outside the Convention Area and the vessel enters the Convention 
Area at any time during the same fishing trip, the longline gear on the fishing vessel would have 
to be stowed in a manner so as not to be readily available for fishing while the vessel is in the 
Convention Area. 
 
Question 6: How long will these regulations be in effect? 
 
Answer: The measures apply to 2009, 2010, and 2011. However, in IATTC Resolution C-09-01, 
the IATTC has reserved the option of reversing or amending its adoption of the bigeye tuna catch 
limits in longline fisheries at its regular annual session in June 2011. If such a decision occurs, 
NMFS will take appropriate action to rescind applicable measures that are established by 
regulation.  
  


