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Response to Comment S6-95 

As noted above, the Services’ role is to evaluate consistency of an 
HCP as a whole with the ESA Section 10 Permit approval criteria. 
Issuance criteria are discussed in EIS Section 1.3, AHCP/CCAA 
Section 1.4.1 and Master Response 8. The Services believe that 
Green Diamond’s Operating Conservation Program 
(AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2), including the proposed measures 
contained in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.6.1, meets these criteria. 
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Response to Comment S6-96 

The Services understand the commenter’s concern. However, the 
Services believe that Green Diamond’s proposed culvert 
replacement methods and materials are adequate to meet the Plan’s 
goals and objectives. Green Diamond is not restricted from using 
plastic culverts, and as technology improves, has agreed to 
consider using plastic culverts. 
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Response to Comment S6-97 

See response to Comment R1-108. 
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Response to Comment S6-98 

See Master Response 14 regarding Plan enforceability and the 
response to Comment S6-81, among many others, regarding the 
respective roles of Green Diamond and the Services in Operating 
Conservation Program development and Permit issuance.  

Response to Comment S6-99 

See the response to Comment S6-73 regarding the respective roles 
of the Permit applicant and the Services in the development of an 
HCP. The Services believe that the Plan, which includes 
AHCP/CCAA Section 6.23.7.2, meets the ESA Section 10 Permit 
approval criteria (see Master Response 8). 

Response to Comment S6-100 

New landing construction will not occur during the winter period 
(October 16 through May 14). See AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.7.2 
(Limitation on New Landing Construction). 
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Response to Comment S6-101 

LWD in waste organic material could be used for placement into 
watercourses. However, such placement should be carefully 
planned, and would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
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Response to Comment S6-102 

See response to Comment S6-91. 

Response to Comment S6-103 

The road surfacing described in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.8.1 
refers primarily to surfacing with rock. However, in areas with 
extremely erosive soils, Green Diamond applies straw mulch to 
unsurfaced roads prior to the first winter season following 
construction. Green Diamond considers road treatments such as 
lignin (that the commenter refers to) as a form of dust abatement. 
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Response to Comment S6-104 

There are several methods by which this information will likely be 
distributed. See Master Response 14 regarding Plan enforceability. 
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Response to Comment S6-105 

See Master Response 14 regarding Plan enforceability. 

Response to Comment S6-106 

“Mainline roads” are defined in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.3.3.2.1. 
This definition has been added to the glossary (AHCP/CCAA 
Section 10.2). See also AHCP/CCAA Figures 6-7 (A-C).  

Response to Comment S6-107 

Based on AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.9 and 6.3.3.8, the Services 
believe that the meaning of “needed maintenance” is clear, and 
that no change is required. 
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Response to Comment S6-108 

“Secondary roads” are defined in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.3.3.2.1. 
This definition has been added to the glossary (AHCP/CCAA 
Section 10.2).  

Response to Comment S6-109 

The Plan requires inspection of all mainline roads every year 
(AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.9.3). All other management roads or 
roads yet to be decommissioned that are accessible to maintenance 
crews will be maintained (AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.9.4). 
Because of the number of roads currently on the landscape, the 
Plan establishes a rotating schedule under which maintenance will 
occur. Based on this schedule and the number of mainline roads, 
the Plan contains an estimate that approximately 45 percent of 
Green Diamond’s roads will be maintained annually at the 
beginning of the Plan. As the Plan is implemented over time, the 
number of roads that will require maintenance would decrease but 
the actual percentage of maintained roads would increase because 
there will be fewer roads due to the road decommissioning that 
will occur under the Plan.  
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Response to Comment S6-110 

See response to Comment R1-114. 

Response to Comment S6-111 

Although not explicitly stated, the intent of the measure is to 
hydrologically disconnect road segments and drainage facilities to 
watercourses. The Services believe that the language is clear 
enough in its intent. See response to Comment S6-107. 
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Response to Comment S6-112 

See response to Comment R1-115. 
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Response to Comment S6-113 

See response to Comment R1-117 and the response to Comment 
G10-52 with regard to “daylighting.” Further, see the response to 
Comment S6-73 regarding the respective roles of the Permit 
applicant and the Services in the development of an HCP. The 
Services believe that Green Diamond’s Operating Conservation 
Program, which includes AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.10.3, meets 
ESA section 10(a) Permit issuance criteria (see Master Response 
8). 

Response to Comment S6-114 

See the response to Comment S6-73 regarding the respective roles 
of the Permit applicant and the Services in the development of an 
HCP. The Services believe that Green Diamond’s Operating 
Conservation Program, which includes AHCP/CCAA Section 
6.2.3.11.2, meets ESA Section 10 Permit issuance criteria (see 
Master Response 8). 
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Response to Comment S6-115 

The Services believe that AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.11.4 is 
adequate as written. 

Regarding Plan enforceability, see Master Response 14. 
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Response to Comment S6-116 

The restrictions provided in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.3.13 are 
intended to avoid dewatering of Class I waterbodies and only 
allow localized temporary dewatering on Class II watercourses. 
These restrictions have been specifically developed with the idea 
of protecting aquatic life in these drafting locations. See response 
to Comment R1-121 for measuring streamflow. 
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Response to Comment S6-117 

The Services have incorporated by reference the minimum design 
criteria specified in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.3.3.12 and believe 
that this is adequate and enforceable. 
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Response to Comment S6-118 

AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.4.2.5 describes the desired post-
operational fuel bed and forest floor attributes which reflects the 
meaning of limited consumption of the fuel bed. Also see 
AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.4.2.4 #2 for examples of the non-
targeted portions of the fuel bed. 
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Response to Comment S6-119 

See Master Response 1 and the response to Comment S6-30. 

Response to Comment S6-120 

See AHCP/CCAA Section 6.3.5 and Appendix D.  
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Response to Comment S6-121 

See Master Response 14. 

Response to Comment S6-122 

The current number and location of water temperature monitoring 
stations will continue to change based on the location of THP 
activities within the HPAs. In addition, the number of sites in each 
HPA to be monitored have not been determined, and therefore, are 
not currently available. The Service’s believe that a Plan Area-
wide map depicting the location of temperature monitoring sites 
would be at such a gross scale that the information would not be 
useful. 

See AHCP/CCAA Appendix D, Section 1.2.2.2 for stream 
selections for the property-wide summer water temperature 
monitoring. 

Response to Comment S6-123 

See response to Comment S6-122. 

Response to Comment S6-124 

See response to Comment S6-122. 

Response to Comment S6-125 

As provided in AHCP/CCAA Appendix C, Section 5.2.2.3, it is 
apparent that the response of water temperature to timber harvest 
in small headwater streams is complex. Results from the BACI 
water temperature study were inconclusive, and therefore, could 



not be used to estimate the sample sizes necessary to detect significant 
differences. 

Response to Comment S6-126 

See response to Comment S6-125. 
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Response to Comment S6-127 

It is premature to discuss the specific types of adaptive 
management that could occur, depending on trends in 
permeability. See Master Response 15 regarding the adaptive 
management reserve account. 

Response to Comment S6-128 

The protocol in AHCP/CCAA Appendix D, Section 1.5 identifies 
numerous independent variables that will be included in the 
monitoring project, such as rainfall intensity, length (or area) of 
road contributing to a watercourse, amount and type of road use, 
status of the road, etc. 

Response to Comment S6-129 

Moving the substrata for the monitoring may bias the “after” 
sampling results. However, based on past monitoring efforts of the 
“after” sites, Green Diamond found that the tailed frog population 
numbers have large annual variances. This may be due, in part, to 
the loosening of the substrate, which encourages use by tailed 
frogs. Many of the monitoring sites have at least two years of 
sampling data. 

Response to Comment S6-130 

See response to Comment S6-127. 
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Response to Comment S6-131 

Moving the substrata for the monitoring may bias the “after” 
sampling results. However, based on past monitoring efforts of the 
“after” sites, Green Diamond found that the southern torrent 
salamander population numbers have very little annual variances. 
Many of the monitoring sites have at least two years of sampling 
data. 

Response to Comment S6-132 

See response to Comment S6-127. 

Response to Comment S6-133 

As provided in AHCP/CCAA Section 4.4.2.6.4, there are five 
long-term channel monitoring locations within the Coastal 
Klamath HPA, including one on Tectah Creek. 

The two sites that have thalweg measurements alone are the North 
Fork Mad River and Hoppaw Creek. 

Response to Comment S6-134 

The Class III sediment monitoring is based on the riparian 
management measures presented in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.1.5. 
The commenter did not provide any rationale as to why to include 
the additional treatment to the study. 

Response to Comment S6-135 

The Mass Wasting Assessment (see AHCP/CCAA Section 
6.2.5.3.4 and Appendix D, Section 3.5) will be designed to 
evaluate relationships between timber management and mass 
wasting processes including headwall swales.  
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Response to Comment S6-136 

The Services believe that the SSS Delineation Study, when 
combined with other review and enforcement measures, such as 
those described in Master Response 14 and the SSS Assessment 
(see AHCP/CCAA Appendix D, Section 3.4), provides for review 
and allows for modifications to be made when necessary. The 
Services believe that the SSS Delineation Study is adequate as 
written. 
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Response to Comment S6-137 

See Master Response 16. 

Response to Comment S6-138 

AHCP/CCAA Appendix D, Section 3.4 provides specific 
information regarding how data will be collected and analyzed 
during the SSS Assessment. When read in its totality, 
AHCP/CCAA Appendix D, Section 3.2 clearly describes the 
purpose of (and differences among) the SSS Delineation Study, 
SSS Assessment, and the Mass Wasting Assessment. Also, see 
response to Comment S6-141. 

Response to Comment S6-139 

See Master Response 16. 
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Response to Comment S6-140 

The establishment and role of the scientific review panel has 
already been provided in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.2.6.1.3., and the 
Services do not believe it is necessary to duplicate it here.  

Response to Comment S6-141 

The goal of the MWA is to examine relationships between mass 
wasting processes and timber management practices, regardless of 
location and timber management prescriptions. The road-related 
mass wasting monitoring project is designed specifically to 
monitor the effectiveness of the road upgrading and 
decommissioning measures in reducing the frequency and severity 
of road-related course sediment inputs. The objectives of the SSS 
Assessment are to collect data relevant to landslides in SSS zones 
and to determine the effectiveness of the SSS conservation 
measures by comparative analysis of cumulative sediment delivery 
volumes and associated data. 

Response to Comment S6-142 

As provided in AHCP/CCAA Section 4.3.2 and Appendix C, 
Section 1.1, Green Diamond assessed 16 streams, and an 
additional 42 streams were assessed by four other organizations, 
for a total of 58 streams assessed between 1994 and 1998. The 
number of streams provided in AHCP/CCAA Section 6.3.5.4.5 
and Appendix D, Section 3.6 were wrong, and have been 
corrected. 
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Response to Comment S6-143 

As noted in AHCP/CCAA Appendix D, Section 3.7.1, recruitment 
of potential LWD into the stream channel is a highly stochastic 
process that occurs over long time scales. Therefore, the 
development of specific LWD thresholds for individual 
watercourses would be very difficult.  

Response to Comment S6-144 

Green Diamond has agreed to consider including these streams in 
its survey. 
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Response to Comment S6-145 

The Services believe that the property-wide temperature 
monitoring program, as proposed, provides appropriate coverage 
for the Plan Area. Further, see the response to Comment S6-73 
regarding the respective roles of the Permit applicant and the 
Services in the development of an HCP.  




